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Climate Soundscapes: 
Science inspired concerts in 

Juneau and Fairbanks, Alaska
Kaja Brix, Vladimir Alexeev, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Our WHY:

To connect: scientists, composers, musicians, artists, communities, and place. 

Bringing climate science to a wider audience through a medium that resonates. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcvra7t1uQk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcvra7t1uQk


Diego Noreña ● Science Communicator
Alaska Climate Adaptation Science Center
University of Alaska Fairbanks
diegonorena.biz
dnorena@alaska.edu

http://diegonorena.biz


Why?







Environmental Story Postcards



What?   Juneauflood.com



So what?



Adelaide (Di) Johnson
Hydrologist
Community Collaborators
johnson.adelaide@gmail.com



Why?



What? 
The Forest Service has an *aim* to support culture; a *mandate* to meet timber needs. 

Outcome: Summarized 58 discussions led by high school students in 11 communities 
highlighted social, economic, tourism, health, and cultural values associated with wood 
cultural products. Community members suggested management strategies. 



So what?
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Petershoare, L., 2021. Wood products for cultural uses: Sustaining native resilience and vital lifeways in southeast Alaska, 

USA. Forests, 12(1), p.90.



Cultural 
wood









https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dyR3zaIpY6WI_dljzM55mNtcV2PeNW5c/preview






The division between art and science is often defined by three binaries: 

● “Subjectivity” vs “Objectivity”
● “Expressivity” vs. “Instrumentality”
● “Emotionality” vs “Rationality”

How do less divisive framings like “knowledge co-creation” and “art and science as 
interfaces between inner and outer worlds” complicate what we think of as distinctly art 
and science and how might this improve their interaction and/or integration?

Left to right: Plant Fever (d-o-t-s or.), Forest Mind (Ursula Biemann), Soil Horizons (FutureFarmers) 

Discussion facilitated by Nicholas Parlato, University of Alaska Fairbanks


